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Abstract: The simple fact that artificial intelligence has the ability to perform work tasks specific to the
professional accountant in a considerably shorter time does not mean that it will disappear, but, in most cases, it
only implies that it is in a period of its transition, of reinvention. This stage can only be gratifying, as the
permanent updating of the work skills will lead both to the increase of the entity's performance and to the
appreciation and stimulation of the accountant. Today's professional accountant plays an even more important
role within the employing entity, being considered an expert in financial advice, so important managerial
decisions often depend on his opinion. Through a case study on the acquisition of new skills regarding
professional accounting education, we analyzed some of the challenges and opportunities of the CODIX Project
— Advanced Digital Skills for Industry 4.0, implemented by the Body of Expert and Licensed Accountants in
Romania. An initiative like this, whose main purpose is to help professionals in order to keep them in the field of
work and increase productivity, in an era of continuous transformations, denotes the country's sustained efforts
to adapt to the new conditions in the labor market, CODIX representing a valuable support provided to
accountants, a starting point. Thus, learning to collaborate harmoniously with digital tools is found to be strictly
necessary, as the performance of the human workforce is directly influenced by the relationship of the
professional accountant with artificial intelligence. With the help of training and professional development
programs, human personnel can broaden their spectrum of knowledge and make their lives easier, while
achieving better results with less consumption of resources.
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1. Introduction

Digitalization is no longer just a trend, but a concrete reality that redefines the way
economic professions work. Technologies such as artificial intelligence, robotic process
automation (RPA) and real-time data analysis are profoundly transforming the role of the
professional accountant. As Moll and Yigitbasioglu (2019) state, digitalization requires a
transition from operational functions to strategic roles, in which the accountant becomes
increasingly involved in managerial decisions, performance analysis and risk assessment.

At the same time, specialists point out that automation does not eliminate the need for
professional accountants, but creates a new set of requirements related to digital skills,
technological understanding and critical thinking (Baldvinsdottir et al., 2020). In this context,
reskilling and upskilling become imperative for the survival and development of the
accounting career. Continuing professional training programmes, such as those carried out by
national professional bodies, play a crucial role in facilitating their adaptation to new realities
(IFAC, 2022).

Also, another essential aspect is the human-technology relationship, which should not
be seen as a competition, but as a synergistic collaboration. The modern accountant has the
opportunity to reconfigure his professional identity in relation to these tools, becoming an
orchestrator of technology and not a substitute for it (Richins et al., 2017). Thus, the digital
transformation offers a framework for evolution rather than a risk of marginalization.

What the author wants to emphasize is the fact that in the era we live in today,
traditional professions are undergoing profound transformations, and accounting is no
exception, but, far from being replaced, the accounting profession is in an active process of
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transition and reinvention, imposed by the new demands of the labor market and the
integration of emerging technologies. Susskind and Susskind (2015) state that technological
evolution, especially in the field of artificial intelligence (AI), has brought with it a
redefinition of the role of the professional accountant, which is no longer limited to repetitive
technical tasks, but is increasingly developing in a strategic, consultative and anticipatory
direction.

This transition stage, if properly managed, offers numerous opportunities to increase the
performance of economic entities, but also to recognize and value the expertise of the modern
accountant (ACCA, 2020).

Deloitte (2019) argues that the contemporary accountant is no longer perceived
exclusively as a financial records administrator, but as a strategic partner in decision-making,
a trusted advisor to management and an analyst of risks and opportunities. In this context,
advanced digital skills become an essential pillar in the continuous training of the professional
accountant. The CODIX project — Advanced Digital Skills for Industry 4.0, carried out by the
Body of Expert and Licensed Accountants of Romania (CECCAR), offers an eloquent
example of the directions of adaptation of the accounting profession to the new requirements
of the digital economy. More specifically, this training program aims to develop the digital
skills of accounting professionals to enable them to remain competitive in the labor market, in
parallel with the effective use of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence,
blockchain or RPA (CECCAR, 2022).

The purpose of this article is to analyze how accounting professionals in Romania
respond to the challenges posed by digitalization, exploring the opportunities for adaptation
and evolution through the prism of a case study dedicated to the CODIX Project. At the heart
of the analysis is the research question: "How can the professional accountant adapt his skills
in the digital age to remain relevant and valuable in the labor market?" The answer to this
question will be based on the literature and supported by concrete examples from practice.

2. Literature review

Digital transformation has significantly influenced the accounting profession, and
artificial intelligence, automatisms and digital tools play an increasingly important role in
carrying out specific accounting tasks. However, this transition has not led to the
disappearance of professional accountants, but has brought to the fore the need to acquire
innovative skills to face the new challenges. In this regard, a study by AICPA (2020)
highlights that the adoption of advanced technologies not only improves professional
efficiency, but also transforms the way accountants fulfill their role within organizations.
Thus, they are no longer just executors of financial procedures, but become strategic
consultants, having a decisive role in managerial decision-making. In such a context, digital
skills become essential to remain competitive in the labour market and to cope with the
demands of the digital economy.

An important aspect of the transition of professional accountants is related to
continuous training. Educational projects such as the CODIX Project in Romania emphasize
the importance of a continuous learning framework that helps accountants acquire advanced
digital skills, essential for their adaptation to the demands of the Industry 4.0 labor market
(CECCAR, 2022). Thus, continuous training becomes a way for professionals to respond to
the challenges imposed by new technologies, and digital education is considered a key factor
in their professional development.
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According to a report by the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC),
accounting is in the midst of a significant transformation, fueled by new technologies that are
altering both work processes and market expectations (IFAC, 2019). Among the main
challenges identified by the literature are:

- Rapid change in technologies: Although modern technologies, such as automation,
blockchain, and artificial intelligence, can significantly improve the efficiency of accounting
processes, they can also generate fear of job replacement, especially among professionals who
are not yet familiar with these technologies. A study by PwC (2020) suggests that
professional accountants may be replaced to some extent by algorithms and robots in routine
tasks, which raises concerns about the impact on jobs in this sector.

- The need for new skills: Digitalization has imposed the need to acquire advanced
digital skills, such as the use of financial data analysis platforms and the management of
integrated cloud-based accounting systems. Studies show that there is a significant gap
between market requirements and the existing skills of accounting professionals (Schreyer,
2021). In this context, many organizations have failed to invest in the continuous training of
their employees, which leads to an underutilization of the potential of digital technologies.

- Cybersecurity and data privacy: As financial data is stored and managed digitally,
significant cybersecurity and data protection risks arise. According to a Europol report (2020),
cyberattacks on accounting firms and financial institutions have increased significantly,
putting data integrity and trust in financial services at risk.

Despite the challenges, digitalization also offers numerous opportunities for
professional accountants. In the literature, these opportunities are related to increasing
performance, developing the strategic role of accountants and improving the relationship with
clients:

- Automation of routine processes: Digitization can eliminate repetitive and time-
consuming tasks, allowing accountants to focus more on value-added activities such as
financial data analysis and strategic advice. A report by Deloitte (2020) highlights that
accounting professionals who embrace automation will be able to focus on increasing
profitability and making more informed financial decisions that support organizations
strategically.

- Starting the role of strategic advisor: In the past, professional accountants focused on
reporting and recording financial transactions, but digitalization allows this role to be
extended to a strategic partner, who provides data-driven insights to support business
decisions. According to a study conducted by KPMG (2019), accounting professionals who
develop advanced analytical skills will be able to provide valuable information for managerial
decisions and for aligning financial strategies with organizations' business objectives.

- Increased productivity and efficiency: New digital tools enable accountants to improve
productivity and efficiency by quickly accessing centralized financial information and
integrating accounting systems with other organizational platforms. Studies in the field show
that implementing advanced technologies such as predictive analytics and real-time reporting
applications can lead to substantial time and resource savings while increasing the precision
and accuracy of accounting processes (Schreyer, 2021).

- Educational and training projects: Educational projects, such as the CODIX Project,
are essential for the training and continuous training of professional accountants. A report by
the World Economic Forum (2021) highlights the importance of these initiatives, highlighting
that digitalisation will become increasingly important in vocational education, given market
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demands and rapid technological developments. Continuing education projects, which include
professional education courses and certifications in areas such as data analytics, artificial
intelligence, and blockchain, are crucial for maintaining the competitiveness and relevance of
professional accountants.

In addition to the general aspects related to digitalization, there are also specific
educational initiatives in the literature that support professional accountants in acquiring the
necessary skills. In this sense, the CODIX Project aligns with the current market and
vocational education trends. The CODIX project offers accountants the opportunity to acquire
advanced digital skills, essential in the context of transformations in the accounting industry
and the new digital economy.

International reports and case studies show that such projects have a significant impact
on the adaptation of accounting professionals to digitalization. According to a report by the
European Commission (2020), continuing education and training are fundamental pillars in
the development of the digital skills of the workforce, and projects such as CODIX are a good
example of initiatives that support professional adaptability and improved organizational
performance.

Studies conducted by Fayol & Long (2021) highlight that the transition to the use of
advanced technologies in accounting has led to significant changes in the nature of accounting
activities, generating extensive automation of repetitive processes. The authors also suggest
that although many of the traditional tasks of the accountant have been automated, strategic
analysis and financial advice remain fundamental aspects of professional activity. These
changes cause a constant need to update skills, accountants having to adapt quickly and
redefine their approaches to clients and employers.

Another relevant study, conducted by Liu et al. (2020), explores the effects of
digitalization on accounting processes within large organizations. They point out that the
analysis of big financial data and the use of advanced software allow accountants to perform
more complex functions, such as predictive analysis and the development of long-term
financial strategies. So, as mentioned before, it is concluded that accountants are required to
become more than just "executors", being actively involved in the strategic decisions and
financial forecasting of organizations.

Ionescu and Muntean (2021) agree, stressing the importance of educational and
continuing education projects, considered essential to ensure a rapid and efficient adaptation
of professional accountants. They claim that the CODIX project allows the acquisition of
essential skills for operating in the digital age and encourages interdisciplinary collaboration
between accountants and IT experts, which significantly increases organizational
performance. Continuous professional training thus becomes a necessity not only to meet
market demands, but also to contribute to the development of an effective legislative and
regulatory framework in the field of digital accounting.

Also, a study by Brown & Green (2019) analyzes the impact of automation on the
efficiency of the accounting profession, showing how traditional accounting processes are
increasingly supported by automation software, which reduces the time required for routine
tasks. In this sense, the authors suggest that, although some tasks are automated, the role of
the accountant does not disappear, but changes, and the new responsibilities involve analytical
and consulting skills.

Rapid transformations in the digital field have a profound impact on the role of the
professional accountant. Although repetitive tasks are automated, accountants are increasingly
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involved in strategic decision-making and economic risk assessment. In this context,
continuous training and the acquisition of new digital skills become essential for their
adaptation to economic and technological changes. CODIX is a key component in this
process, providing accounting professionals with the tools they need to successfully navigate
the digital age.

3. Methodology and data related to the case study

The case study is based on a qualitative design and uses a mixed research method,
combining literature review and analysis of secondary case studies, given the limitations of
direct access to interviews with professional accountants. The author has chosen this approach
to provide a detailed and in-depth understanding of the challenges and opportunities faced by
professional accountants in the face of digitalization.

The methodology adopted includes the following steps:

- Review of the literature (see chapter 2): In this first stage, I carried out a thorough
analysis of the academic literature and reports relevant to the topic addressed, focusing on the
challenges and opportunities created by digitalization for professional accountants.
Bibliographic sources include research articles, reports from international agencies and case
studies related to educational initiatives in the field of accounting and new digital skills.

- CODIX project analysis: In the second phase, we examined the implementation and
impact of the CODIX Project — Advanced Digital Skills for Industry 4.0, a program supported
by the Body of Expert and Licensed Accountants of Romania. The analysis was carried out on
the basis of published materials, official reports and other publicly accessible documents,
which provide a clear picture of the purpose and objectives of the project, as well as the
benefits obtained for professional accountants. At this stage, we explored how the project
contributes to adapting accountants to new digital technologies and improving their skills in
areas such as data analysis, the use of accounting software and financial information
management.

- Analysis of secondary sources and official documents: As direct access to professional
accountants for interviews was not possible, we resorted to the analysis of secondary sources,
including official reports and case studies published on the official platforms of the relevant
organizations (e.g. the official website of the CODIX project, reports published by the Body
of Expert and Licensed Accountants of Romania and academic studies in the field). These
sources provide valuable information on how the CODIX project has been implemented and
its impact on the education and training of accountants in Romania.

Starting from the following research question: "How can the professional accountant
adapt their skills in the digital age to remain relevant and valuable in the labour market?", an
in-depth understanding of how professional accountants can respond to the challenges and
opportunities brought by digitalisation is pursued. This involves an assessment of the various
ways in which they can develop or improve their skills and knowledge in order to remain
competitive in the labour market. Finally, the research question will allow the identification of
solutions and best practices for accounting professionals who want to maintain their relevance
and competitiveness on the labor market in a period of rapid transformation of the financial
industry. This research will provide recommendations for the implementation of educational
programs adapted to the new technological realities and will contribute to the development of
viable strategies for training and adaptation of professional accountants.
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The CODIX (Advanced Digital Skills for Industry 4.0) project, implemented by the
Body of Expert and Licensed Accountants in Romania, aims to improve the digital skills of
professional accountants, by offering courses and continuous training sessions in essential
areas such as financial data analysis, the use of advanced accounting applications and risk
management in the digital environment.

This project responds to an urgent need in the context of continuous transformations in

the financial-accounting field, with the main purpose of preparing professional accountants to
face the challenges of today's professional day. The implementation of the CODIX project is
aligned with Romania's strategic objectives regarding increasing the competitiveness and
productivity of the national economy, in an increasingly dynamic and challenging digital
landscape.
The project was designed to help accountants update their skills and integrate into the digital
age, providing both continuous training opportunities and access to educational resources to
improve professional performance. Within it, accountants benefited from training in the use of
advanced digital tools and were exposed to new working methodologies, which include
process automation and the use of artificial intelligence in financial analysis.

The analyzed project supports a smoother transition to a future in which technology and
digitalization will play a key role in shaping professional practice in the field of accounting.

Operational objectives include:

- Analysis of the digital skills needed for professional accountants: Identifying and
assessing essential digital skills and knowledge for professional accountants, in the context of
emerging technologies (e.g. artificial intelligence, automation, data analytics, blockchain), to
understand what skills they need to develop in order to remain relevant in the labour market.

- Evaluation of educational and training initiatives: Investigating educational programs
and training projects, such as the CODIX Project, to understand how these initiatives support
professional accountants in acquiring and updating digital skills, thus contributing to
increased performance and productivity in the field of accounting.

- Examining the impact of digitalisation on the role of the accountant in organisations:
Analysing how digitalisation is changing the role of the accountant, including the impact of
automation and digital tools on their tasks and responsibilities, as well as how the accountant
can adopt a role of strategic advisor to add organisational value through the use of these
technologies.

By providing a structured framework for continuous training and up-to-date educational
resources, the CODIX project supports accountants in integrating digital technologies into
their activities, thus contributing to the development of a more adaptable and competent
workforce in the face of the challenges of economy 4.0.

4. Results and discussions

First of all, we will present the results of the analysis of the CODIX project, a project
initiated to support professional accountants to improve their digital skills and respond to the
challenges generated by the digitization of economic activities, starting from its objectives,
going through the strategic stages, identifying the benefits provided and so on.

Among the key objectives of the project are: acquiring advanced digital skills,
promoting adaptability to new technologies, increasing efficiency and productivity. When we
talk about acquiringadvanced digital skills, we are referring to the continuous training of
professional accountants, ensuring their ability to effectively use essential digital technologies
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to perform their professional tasks (data analysis, financial information management, etc.).
Adaptability consists of CODIX's proposal to contribute to the integration of new
technologies into the daily work of accountants, providing them with tools and resources to
adopt innovative digital solutions and to collaborate effectively with advanced accounting and
data management software, while the objective of increasing efficiency and productivity
requires professional accountants to adopt solutions that improve the efficiency of accounting
processes, reducing the time required to complete repetitive tasks and providing more time
for strategic analysis of financial data.

The CODIX project has gone through a number of strategic milestones, which include
both training activities and assessments of the competences of professional accountants. The
implementation of this project was achieved by:

- Organization of professional training courses and sessions: CODIX has offered a set of
courses and continuous training sessions in the field of digital technologies applied to
accounting. These courses covered topics such as the use of advanced accounting software,
financial data analysis, and financial information management. Modules on emerging
technologies, such as the automation of accounting processes and the integration of digital
platforms into the daily work of accountants, were also included.

- Development of interactive educational resources: The project contributed to the
creation of digital platforms and interactive educational resources for accountants. They were
designed to help participants learn at their own pace, with access to video tutorials, case
studies and simulations of accounting processes in digital environments.

- Skills assessment and certification of professionals: Another important aspect of the
implementation of the CODIX project was the evaluation of the progress of the participants
and their certification. After completing the training program, the participants were evaluated
based on the knowledge acquired and obtained certificates attesting to their advanced digital
skills.

The CODIX project is a relevant example of how educational initiatives can contribute
to the adaptation of professional accountants to the transformations brought about by
digitalization, this being an important contribution in the life of today's accountant, due to its
multiple benefits, the gratifying results (see Table no. 1).

Table no. 1. Results and benefits of the implementation of the CODIX project

Main Benefit Detailed Description Hypothetical e)fample
from practice
Development of essential | At company X, the
skills, such as, for example, | implementation of
data analysis, use of | advanced accounting
accounting software, | software (e.g. SAP) allows
Improving digital skills financial information | accountants to improve the
management, use of | process of  analyzing
emerging technologies | financial data, reducing
(automation, cloud | errors and speeding up
computing). financial reporting by 30%.
Increasing adaptability and | Participants gained | In company Y, after the
competitiveness in  the | flexibility in relation to new | employees learned to use
labour market technologies, strengthening | new financial management
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their role in organizations.
According to CECCAR
(2021), digital skills
increase performance and
maintain the relevance of
the accountant.

technologies (e.g. cloud
software), they were able to
quickly adopt innovative
financial solutions, helping
the organization to increase
its competitiveness in the
market.

Streamlining  professional
activities

Automating repetitive
tasks, increasing accuracy
in financial processes, and
optimizing resources have
led to improved
organizational performance.

Firm Z implemented RPA
(Robotic Process
Automation) to automate
the account reconciliation
process. This saved 50% of
the time it took to complete
the aforementioned process
and reduced financial
eITors.

Increasing trust in digital
technologies

Exposure and training in
the wuse of modern
technologies have led to a

greater openness of
accountants to
digitalization,  facilitating

the transition to an agile
and efficient accounting
model.

At W, after participating in
training on digital financial
solutions, accountants
began to adopt cloud
computing solutions, which
led to a reduction in
financial data processing
times.

Source: author's own creation

Secondly, we will present to the results of the analysis the secondary sources and
official documents, more specifically the sources available on platforms such as the CODIX
project website, the reports published by the Body of Expert and Licensed Accountants of
Romania (CECCAR), but also case studies.

The official website of the CODIX project provides detailed information about its aims
and objectives, about its implementation in Romania, it also contains progress reports, case
studies and educational resources describing its impact on professional accountants. These
documents are valuable because they provide a clear picture of the activities carried out
within the project and the benefits obtained by the participants. An eloquent example, which
the author extracted from the documents available on the official website of the CODIX
project is the report entitled "Digitization of the accounting profession: skills and good
practices in the era of digital transformation", published in 2022. This report provides a
detailed analysis of the activities carried out within the project and their impact on
professional accountants and, summarizing its content, I recall the following:

- The document includes statistical data on the number of participants in the training
sessions, their level of satisfaction and the assessments of the skills acquired. For example, it
is mentioned that more than 500 accountants have participated in digital training courses, and
85% of them have reported a significant improvement in their digital skills.
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- The report presents concrete examples of how professional accountants have applied
the skills acquired in practice. A case study highlights the implementation of accounting
process automation software in a medium-sized firm, which resulted in a 30% reduction in the
time required to close accounts monthly.

- It includes training materials, practical guides and interactive tools that have been used
in the training sessions. These resources have been developed to support lifelong learning and
the practical application of new skills.

The Body of Expert and Licensed Accountants of Romania (CECCAR) plays an
essential role in the implementation and monitoring of the CODIX project. CECCAR
publishes reports and guides describing the educational activities and continuous training of
accountants, including details on how new digital skills are integrated into the professional
training curriculum. CECCAR's official reports include statistics on the number of
participants in the CODIX project, their progress, as well as the impact achieved on their
professional activity. An example of a report that is relevant to this study is the report
published by CECCAR in 2022, entitled "Study on the digital skills of the professional
accountant in the context of the digitalization of the economy". I mention a few aspects that
caught my attention after analyzing it, namely:

- The CECCAR report states that, by the end of 2022, more than 500 CECCAR
members participated in the training sessions within the CODIX project. It is also mentioned
that over 70% of the participants managed to apply at least one of the digital skills acquired in
practice.

- According to the report, the training led to increased efficiency in financial reporting,
and the accountants involved in the project said that the new skills helped them manage the
large volume of information more easily, while also increasing the accuracy of financial
analyses.

- The CECCAR report includes a comparative section between various training
programs (traditional vs. digital), highlighting that the programs integrated in CODIX had the
greatest impact in the development of digital skills relevant to Industry 4.0.

Case studies are another important type of secondary source that can be used to analyze
the impact of the CODIX project. These studies are based on the experiences of the
participants and provide concrete examples of how digital skills have been acquired and
applied in various professional situations. The case studies help to understand how the project
participants managed to implement the new technologies and processes in their daily work
and to assess the effects of these changes on their efficiency and professional performance.
An example of a case study, which the author considers worth remembering, is the case study
presented at the CECCAR National Conference in 2022, also published in the bulletin
"Accounting expertise in the digital age", regarding the implementation of digital skills within
an accounting firm in Cluj-Napoca. In fact, a small accounting firm from Cluj, ContabDigital
SRL, with a diversified portfolio of clients (SMEs and liberal professions), participated in the
courses offered through the CODIX project. Three of the company's accountants enrolled in
training modules on automating accounting processes, using cloud applications for archiving
and transmitting tax documents, and analyzing financial data with Power BI. After completing
the courses, the company implemented a cloud-integrated invoicing and accounting solution,
which resulted in a 40% reduction in the time needed to process monthly accounting
documents; one of the accountants started using Power BI to generate interactive reports for
its clients, increasing customer satisfaction and strengthening the relationship with them, and

Volume 10, Issue 2/2025 | Vol. 10, Nr. 2/2025

89



ISSN 2537 — 4222 The Journal Contemporary Economy
ISSN-L 2537 — 4222 Revista Economia Contemporand

the firm was able to automate the sending of tax notifications and deadlines to clients,
significantly reducing administrative errors. At the beginning, as was natural, accountants
encountered difficulties in adapting to the interfaces of some applications and the lack of
technical support, but for this identified problem, the solution was proposed by participating
in post-training mentoring sessions, organized by CECCAR in partnership with software
providers. As an overall impact, the company reported a 30% increase in efficiency in daily
work and a reduction in the time allocated to repetitive tasks, while participants became
internal promoters of digitalization, contributing to the training of colleagues from other
partner companies.

This case study, published by CECCAR and presented at the conference, clearly
illustrates how the participants in the CODIX project applied the digital skills acquired and
how they had a real impact on professional performance and operational efficiency.

In the author's opinion, secondary sources and official documents are essential to
understand the implementation and impact of the CODIX project on the education and
professional training of accountants in Romania. These sources provide a detailed picture of
the purpose and objectives of the project, as well as how it contributes to the development of
essential digital skills for professional accountants. Official reports and case studies published
by CECCAR and other organizations provide relevant data on the progress of the project and
its impact on the professional performance of accountants. Overall, these sources help to
assess the success of the CODIX project and to understand how it contributes to the
adaptation of accountants to the new demands of the labour market in the digital age.

Although to many of us, especially those who did not grow up in the digital age, it may
seem that technology could totally replace human labor, the truth is that it only changes the
nature of this work. Codix, by developing skills in accounting and financial management
software, not only helps professionals adapt to new technologies, but also shows them how to
use these tools to add real value to their professional activity.

In the analysis of secondary sources, we noticed that the implementation of the CODIX
project is not without challenges. Although the objectives of the project are clearly defined,
the adaptability of accountants to new technologies can vary significantly, depending on
previous experience and the level of openness to change. Clearly, not all participants will
learn at the same pace or benefit to the same extent from the project. Some may face greater
difficulties in replacing their old accounting practices with digital tools, and this aspect has
also been mentioned in CECCAR reports. This is a real challenge, because the success of the
project depends a lot on the ability of professionals to adapt to new technologies.

There is also a challenge related to the financial resources and time that organizations
allocate to the continuous training of employees. Not all companies or institutions have the
necessary resources to invest in the continuous development of their staff. This can be an
obstacle, especially for SMEs or organizations that do not yet fully understand the long-term
benefits of digitizing accounting processes.

5. Conclusions and recommendations

The results of the research confirm that digitalization is an essential transformative
factor for the accounting profession, requiring a redefinition of the role of the professional
accountant. The answer to the research question I posed at the beginning of this study,
namely: "How can the professional accountant adapt his skills in the digital age to remain
relevant and valuable in the labor market?" highlights that the continuous development of
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advanced digital skills is an indispensable condition for maintaining professional
competitiveness. Maintaining relevance in the labour market for professional accountants
requires continuous investment in education and training, the integration of emerging
technologies into current work and active participation in retraining initiatives, such as the
CODIX project. These steps ensure not only the survival of the profession in the digital age,
but also its evolution towards a higher level of added value.

The CODIX project — Advanced Digital Skills for Industry 4.0 provided a concrete
framework for training and adaptation, through which participants acquired relevant skills in
data analysis, use of modern software solutions and financial information management in a
digital environment. According to CECCAR reports (2021), the impact of the project was
reflected in streamlining professional activities, increasing trust in technologies and
strengthening the role of the accountant as a strategic partner in decision-making.

From my perspective, the CODIX project represents only the beginning of a new era in
continuing professional training for professional accountants. As the available sources show,
the future of vocational training will increasingly depend on the deployment of digital
technologies, and projects such as CODIX are essential to meet this requirement. In the
future, I see the possibility that this project will be expanded and include more technological
areas, for example, the use of artificial intelligence in accounting or blockchain to ensure
financial transparency.

In conclusion, the analysis of the CODIX project, In my opinion, this transition to
digitalization is not just a simple technological adaptation, but a revolution in the way
accounting is a daily practice. Previously, most accounting tasks were done manually, which
required a lot of time and resources. By integrating emerging technologies such as automation
and advanced data analytics, CODIX not only improves efficiency, but also changes
perspectives on the role of accountants. They are no longer seen only as "executors" of
financial tasks, but as true strategic advisors within organizations.

Ideally, the professional training of accountants should not only be limited to academic
courses and certifications, but should also include continuous development programs that
address emerging technologies and rapid changes in the labor market. What I find really
valuable in the CODIX project is the fact that it is not limited only to theoretical training, but
directly addresses the applicability of skills in the daily work of accountants. This type of
approach allows professionals to immediately see how the knowledge acquired can be applied
in practice.

Together with relevant secondary sources, it shows us how continuing education can
help professional accountants remain competitive and relevant in the job market. At the same
time, it emphasizes the importance of innovative approaches in vocational education, which
not only align with market requirements, but also contribute to the development of a more
efficient and agile work environment.

The author recommends, among others:

- Integration of digital skills in the initial and continuous training of accountants.
CECCAR's university curricula and programs should include mandatory modules on
accounting technologies, cybersecurity, data analysis, and modern software tools.

- Creating partnerships between training institutions and the private sector. Working
with digital solution providers and accounting firms would allow access to practical learning
scenarios and technologies applicable in real life.
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- Promoting a culture of continuous learning and openness to innovation among
professionals. It is essential to change the mentality regarding vocational training: not as an
obligation, but as an opportunity for development. Initiatives such as CODIX should be
replicated at national level and institutionally supported.

- Monitoring the impact of digitalization on the accounting profession. Organisations
such as CECCAR should regularly produce impact reports highlighting trends, challenges and
best practices identified among digitalised accounting professionals.
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