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Abstract: The competitiveness assessment of business represent a preoccupation of theorists and,
equally, of global economic area representatives. Also, the concern to identify the role of sustainability
concept in business is dynamic. However, we note that the approach of sustainability theme is slipped, often,
to the ecology sphere, the economic and social issues remaining in background. We consider that the
persistence of confusion has been maintained by the lack of an indicators system for sustainable
development, combined in an assembly with real utility. For this purpose, this paper will discussin practical
perspective about the sustainability in business area, analysed in terms of complex competitiveness. The
competitiveness studies conducted until now, have involved the assessments based on socio-economic
indicators, on the false assumption that the economic activity is able to distribute equable in territory the
benefits of growth. Often, was ignored the importance of socio-cultural relations between economic actors,
able to lead to increased competitiveness. The Index of Regional Competitiveness of European Union
measures the competitiveness of companies and regions in correlation with Index of life quality; the
sustainability dashboard sustain the importance of sustainability approach in terms of business
competitiveness, the notions of competitiveness and sustainability becoming complementary and
interdependent..
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1. Introduction

The present paper is proposed in conditions which the autochthonous research papers
referring to sustainability haven’t presented, until now, a detailed practical approach level
for the following reasons. poor autochthonous specialty literature, limited connections with
the practica and entrepreneurial sphere, lack of understanding the depth of concepts,
tackling the sustainability problems within the economic environment only at theoretical
level, as major conceptual confusions have been observed that could directly affect the
connection with the practical reality and the socio-economic competitiveness. The
sustainable development approach dlipped most of the times in the ecology and
environment protection area, the pure economic and social aspects being treated in
secondary plane. This phenomenon is also supported by the lack of a concrete and coherent
system of sustainability indicators that finds a real utility in the economic practice. Thus,
the lack of specialty studies and working instruments involve lack of interest in dealing this
topic, as the levers of correlation with the practice haven’t been identified yet; in this
respect, we propose to bring into the attention of the practical scientific research (by
applicative research) the toolbox called sustainability dashboard that could be applicable
to all national economy’s branches, being based on a complex system of the defining
indicators of the sustainable development.

The novelty elements brought by the present paper consist in new terms that will
enrich the specialty literature. But the newest element that we plan to perfect and
implement is the aggregate sustainability dashboard that will allow us to make a rigorous
analysis of the current development and competitiveness stage of the analysed regions. The
research field in socio-human sciences will enrich with new conceptual terms that we
proposed to the introduction in the specialized literature and in the research: sustain-utopia
(proper term), sustain-entrepreneurship (new modern term, from the international
specialized literature), sustainability balance (instrument resulted from previous researches
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as a result of adapting the models widely practiced in most of the companies with
developed economies: Italy, France, UK etc.), regional sustainability dashboard. At the
same time, we appreciate as favourable the impact on the business environment by a new
approach of the relationship between the research environment and entrepreneurship,
namely the gradual insertion in the current language of the entities involved in regional
development policies of the new terminology specific to sustainable and competitive
development. In this way new research horizons open directed towards measuring and
assessing competitiveness in terms of sustainability. The research is expected to bring
major contributions to a better understanding of the concept of sustainability in the
academic, entrepreneurial and decision-making environment in Romania. At the same
time, this research will contribute to increase the involvement of entrepreneurial forces and
those of policy decision in identifying and exploiting regional competitive advantage
Sources.

2. The synergy between competitiveness and sustainability - a requirement of
nowadays economies

The approach of sustainable development topic is regarded in different
circumstances, firstly depending on research domain and interest. The sustainable
development concept is widespread and diversified treated and benefits by over 60
definitions and many different approaches. According to specialty literature, we propose to
use the term of sustainability associated to sustainable development concept. In addition,
by present paper we propose to approach this concept mostly in practice utility perspective;
we start from results of studies and researches, inclusively applicative, from developed
countries, which demonstrates that the sustainability or sustainable development have real
practical connections with business environment and economic world, generaly. More, we
aim to demonstrate that is possible to create and implement de sustainability dashboards or
sustainability balances in order to sustain the socio-economic competitiveness growth of
an enterprise, micro-region, area, locality etc. The research of this paper is placed in the
context in which the regional development policy, the industrial policy and the
competitiveness are the main topics on the work agenda of the most developed
international economies. Also, the competitiveness notion often is used in different
conjunctures and represent a decisive target of many socio-economic actions, but
sometimes is missing the consistency between theory and practice. According to the most
recent specialty studies (Hackler, 2012; Stumpp, 2013), for achieving the aim of assuring
the economic competitiveness of an enterprise, region or economy, it’s necessary to
identify the practices designed to protect and even prevent the functional socio-economic
systems against disruptive or destructive factors (Graymore et al, 2008).

The approach of sustainability issue slipped most of the times towards the scope of
ecology and environment protection factors, the purely economic and social aspects
remaining in the background. Therefore we consider that a conceptual and content
clarification is necessary. The confusion has been maintained by a lack of a system of
sustainable development indicators actives in a concrete way, reunited in a system that
findsitsreal utility (Bossel, 1999; Harris, 2000; Sandrine, 2003).

In Romania, the shaping steps of a sustainable development policy that aim to
enhance the regional competitiveness did not pursue to univocally carry out a sustainability
dashboard that by its implementation in the entrepreneurial environment and as well in the
decision-making local public administration institutions, contribute to the growth of the
regional socio-economic competitiveness. There are some studies concerning the
sustainability dashboards (International Institute for Sustainable Development), as well as
some segmentation approaches on the resilient practices (Quick, 2008; et al.). However,
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their unilateral analysis didn’t succeed to individualize the instruments that satisfy the
requests of a competitive and sustainable development. The appreciation of the level of
socio-economic competitiveness and sustainability of aregion is anecessity and a common
interest of all stakeholders involved in the local economy’s development process. The topic
area of speciaty studies in the socio-economic field aim at the problems of the sectoral
competition, the role of support policies and spreading the prosperity at regional level, by
enhanced competitiveness’ effects (Cojanu et al., 2009; Cojanu, 2010; GEA, 2007). It is
about placing the industria policy, the competitiveness and the cohesion under the same
umbrella, thus resulting a field that begins getting a distinct identity in the research and
recommendations of economic policy.

3. New and moder n toolsfor sustainability evaluation

The approach of some topics as the sustainability dashboard or a sustainability
balance is a relative new research area or less known in our country. The autochthonous
specialty literature proves that this subject remained mainly at theoretic level, with a few
practical connotations. Instead, the literature and practice specific of business environment
from developed countries (Canada, USA, Itay, Germany, France, Switzerland etc.)
demonstrate that the sustainability can be measured by specific tools, and based on
different result of various sustainability analysis forms, it can be taken the decisions and
measures which aims, inter alia, ensuring a superior level of competitiveness. The tools
that evaluate the sustainability are based, in al cases, on the sustainable development
indicators. However, this set of indicators is different established and appreciated
according to approach modality of sustainability research - both theoretically and
practically. The creation and demonstration of a sustainability tools utility that enables the
sustainability level analysis, based on indicators, represents one of the aims of topical
Soci0-economic researches.

The instruments for sustainability measurements bring a real contribution to
competitiveness increase, to create new resilient practices models and to identify and to
analyse, in view of the efficient use, in the entrepreneurial environment, of a sustainable
development indicators system conjugated to the real necessities. The instruments
application on the regions, concretely, with values of indicators constituted in database,
will permit the improvement of image and perception about need of competitiveness and
sustainability, but especially will offer a real point of view about actua stage of
development, in favour of assuring the sustainability and elaborating the plan of measures
in support to the competitive and sustainable development.

The basic tool that we approach in this paper is the sustainability dashboard
presented in various forms, depending on information source and adaptation needs; these
can being:

- software create on the basis of objectives amed by beneficiary of informatics
programme and on the predefined indicators by socio-economic entities implied in
the sustainability analysis; in Romania does not exist, until now, such an
autochthonous informatics programme, but it can be used models just developed in
other countries,

- “package” of tables and histograms or other graphic representation s obtained on
basis of indicators grouping for sustainability analysis of an area or of an
organisation.

According to specific definitions of management information systems, a
sustainability dashboard is a tool easy to read, often on single page, rea-time user
interface; it is shown as a graphical representation of the current status and trends of an
organisation or as a key-synthesis of performances indicators, able to determine the
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decisions that must take according to identified state and proposed objectives (McFadden,
2012). Moreover, the sustainability dashboard is the software presented as a panel type tool
designed to inform the decision makers, the mass-media and the large public about the
evolution and sustainability perspectives of an organisation, region, nation etc.

Irrespective of approach and presentation form, the dashboard of sustainability
represent an interactive global image designed to orient the organisations and communities
towards socio-cultural, economic and financial progress. To analyse the wider regions and
communities is preferred to use an interactive map of sustainability so be possible to
compare easier the micro-regions, areas or localities. In the Figure no. 1 and Figure no. 2
are presented some suggestive images of various forms of a sustainability dashboard.

Figureno. 1 Summary overview representation of Policy Performance Index (PPI)
based on objectives and indicator s of sustainability
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Figureno. 2 Graphic representation based on items and indicator s of sustainability

Source: Geider, 2011. Navigating from Green 2 Sustainable with the New Sustainability
Dashboard
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We propose to present a simple dashboard of sustainability, respectively a
generalized model that can be adapted by each organization, community or region -
interested in such approach or to improve the rhythm of their progress and
competitiveness. The base of dashboard is represented by indicators for which we find data
and information in various reports and official statistics. Also, an essential element consists
in an approach from the sustainability assessment perspective based on three pillars:
economic, socia and environmental. So, the indicators will be selected and grouped into
three mentioned pillars (Table no. 1).

Tableno. 1. Pillarsand indicatorsto create a dashboard of sustainability

Sustainability
sequence

Specificindicatorsfor analysis

Description useful for data
analysis and inter pr etation

|. Economic Pillar

Growth & Urban
design

- city funding for aesthetic projects;
- investmentsin infrastructure
- proximity of homes to amenities

Urban design promotes liveability
clusters homes, and encourages
compact neighbourhoods.

Transportation

- car ownership

- mode of travel to work
- active transportation

- transit accessibility

Designing  communities  for
walking, cycling, and transit
provides health and environmental
benefits.

Economy

- availability of employment
- businesses by sector
- employees by sector etc.

A hedthy economy provides
employment, produce credtivity,
and sustain nature.

Food & farming

- proximity to farmers markets
- community gardens

- available farm

- pocket markets

A sustainable food system
supports farmers and considers
how food is grown, processed and
distributed.

Il. Social-cultural Pillar

Housing

- core housing need

- homelessness / social housing
- multi-family housing

- rental market

Access to adequate housing is a
basic need and has significant
influence over quality of life. It is
critica to the well-being.

Arts, culture &
events

- cultura businesses

- cultural spaces

- employment in arts and culture
- protected heritage sites

The arts and culture sector
provides activities that enable
residents to learn new skills and
contribute to their community.

Health & safety - availability of doctors Safety is about reducing violence
- healthy food choicesin city and crime, as well as promoting
- low birth weight babies community well-being.

Education & | - early childhood devel opment Higher levels of education lead to

learning - high school graduation increased employment rates, job
- other (very numerous) satisfaction and salaries.

[11. Environmental Pillar

Water & waste | - water consumption Sustainability depends on reducing

management - management plans consumption and  improving
- community waste management practices.

Ecosystems - environmental programs Ecosystems support human life by
- park land and trees planted providing countless invaluable
- green infrastructure network resources and services.

Energy systems - age of buildings Reducing energy consumption can

- green certification for buildings
- GHG emissions

help to mitigate climate change by
reducing greenhouse gases.

Source: personal processing based on specialty literature study
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This dashboard can be associated with balance of sustainability and permit to form
an overview image, certainly not unilateral, of an organization or community evolution; in
this approach we started from ascertainment that the financial balance is suggestive and
faithful only partially for a real image of analysed organisation or community, mostly in
the conjuncture of sustai nable devel opment requirement. The main arguments that we have
emerged from previous conducted studies are:

- the sustainability or sustainable development does not mean progress only in
economic area, but to take simultaneous into consideration the socia conditions
(the population being the support of economic actions) and of these environmental
(the environmental resources and factors being co-dependences by economic
growth and devel opment rhythm);
the competitiveness analysis of an economy, region, organisation etc. isincomplete
with consideration only of economic and financial competiveness results (the level
of socia development and the quality and quantity of environmental resources are
vectors for the global development and competitiveness).

In Table no. 1 is presented a summary and general model of sustainability indicators.
According to research or practical analysis interest, their number and combination can be
significantly modified. Then, will be identify the databases or is gather the needed
infformation to represent the stage of socio-economic/environmental evolution in
correlation on the same time horizon and in perspective for a common interest: ensuring
the competitiveness in the sustainability conditions. Thus, we will call on to a set of
indicators grouped on fields: Regiona Competitiveness Index of the European Union
(RCI) that measures the competitiveness of the firms and of the regions as well, in
correlation with the life quality index. Built based on 11 pillars grouped on three levels:
basic, efficiency and innovation, RCI underlines the polycentric tendencies of the urban
areas (Dijkstraet a., 2011), the micro regions being arelevant target for the significance of
these studies.

The competiveness studies carried out until now require evaluations based on socio-
economic indicators and make the false assumption that the economic activity is able to
uniformly distribute the growth’s benefits in the territory. Also, the importance of social,
economic and cultural relations between economic actors, important sources of
agglomeration economies, able to lead to the competitiveness growth is ignored.

Following the analysis of the current knowledge level of the sustainability’s issues,
we consider that the limitations of the current approaches, previously mentioned, entitles
us to propose an adjustment system of the sustainability models used in the European
countries to the current situation of Romania and to bring into the attention of the
applicative scientific research a complex instrument called sustainability dashboard that
could be applicable to all national economy’s branches.

4. Conclusions

Concerning the limits of present research, we admit and understand the high degree
of difficulty, both as topic area and as implementation methodology, for the following
reasons: lack of a rich bibliographic document and lack of data bases and autochthonous
specialty studies; lack of collaborative spirit from a segment of entrepreneurial and
institutional entities, that will have to be convinced of the practical utility of the research’s
topic; identification of some IT tools that alow the correlation of sustainability indicators,
established in a complex and multi-faced board, an aspect that will be compensated by
proper efforts of research and identification of correlation levers, the heterogeneous
character of available data at regional level and the difficulty of data collection for
comparable periods of time, that alow profound analysis concerning the agglomeration
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economies and localization in our country. Also, the complexity and difficulty of the topic
is determined by the conceptual diversity of sustainability, by the novelty degree of topic
in our socio-economic systems, but also by the variety and diversity of indicators that will
be inserted in the sustainability dashboard. In addition to al the above mentioned, the lack,
the insufficiency or the inconsistency of some practical data and information are also to be
added, this difficulty being correlated to an informational source. The level of difficulty is
amplified at the same time with the transposition of the analysis results into practice, in
terms of accepting the proposed results and solutions by the socio-economic environment.

The conclusions of previous studies, considered to be a start point subject for future
researches, shows that there are significant untapped resources to strengthen regional
competitiveness. Another important aspect of the new research themes is that the
dashboard of sustainability will provide an opportunity to recognize the actual position in
an overall complex conjuncture. Then, we consider that we can start the process of
individual and joint empowerment of the active companies through the analysis and control
instrument called dashboard sustainability.
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in egala masurd, a reprezentantilor mediului economic global. De asemenea, preocuparea pentru
identificarea rolului conceptului dezvoltdrii durabile Tn mediul de afaceri este sustinuta. Totusi, remarcam ca
abordarea temei dezvoltarii durabile a alunecat, adesea, catre sfera ecologiei, aspectele economice Si
sociale ramanéand in plan secundar. Consideram ca persistenta confuziei a fost Intretinuta si de lipsa unui
sistem de indicatori ai dezvoltarii durabile, reunisi intr-un ansamblu cu utilitate reald. Tn acest scop,
lucrarea de fata va aborda subiectul dezvoltarii durabile din perspectiva practica a mediului de afaceri
analizat Tn conditii de competitivitate complexa. Studiile de competitivitate realizate pana in prezent au
presupus evaludri bazate pe indicatori socio-economici, pornind de la ipoteza falsa ca activitatea economica
este capabild sa distribuie uniform, in teritoriu, beneficiile cresterii. Adesea, a fost ignorata importanta

......

Indexul Competitivitdtii Regionale a Uniunii Europene masoard competivitatea companiilor si regiunilor in
corelare cu indicele calitdsii vietii, iar , tabloul de bord al sustenabilitdtii” sustine importanta abordarii
dezvoltarii durabile Tn termeni de competitivitate a mediului de afaceri, notiunile de competitivitate si
dezvoltare durabila devenind complementare si interdependente.

Cuvinte-cheie: competitivitate, mediu de afaceri, indicatori, dezvoltare durabila.

Clasificare JEL: M2, O1, QO01.

1. Introducere

Prezenta lucrare este propusa in conditiile Tn care temele autohtone de cercetare cu
referire la sustenabilitate nu au prezentat, pana in momentul de fata, un nivel de abordare
practica detaliatd, din cel putin urmatoarele motive: literaturd autohtona pauperd in
domeniu, conexiuni limitate cu sfera practicd si antreprenoriala, lipsa de intelegere a

.....

......

durabile a alunecat, de cele mai multe ori, cédtre sfera ecologiel si protectiei factorilor de
mediu, aspectele pur economice si sociale fiind tratate in plan secundar, fenomen sustinut
si de lipsa unui sistem de indicatori ai sustenabilitatii, concret si coerent, care sa Tsi
gaseasca utilitate reala Tn practica economicd. Asadar, lipsa studiilor de profil si a
instrumentelor de lucru implica interes scazut pentru tratarea acestui subiect, deoarece inca
nu s-au identificat parghiile de corelare cu practica. Tn acest sens, propunem aducerea Tn
scena cercetarii stiintifice a instrumentului denumit tablou de bord al sustenabilitdsii care
se preteaza a fi aplicabil Tn toate ramurile economiei nationale, fiind bazat pe un sistem
complex de indicatori definitorii ai dezvoltarii durabile.

Elemente de noutate aduse de prezenta lucrare constau in termeni noi care vor
imbogati literatura de specialitate. Insd, cel mai nou element pe care ne propunem si-|
perfectionam si sa-1 implementam este tabloul agregat de sustenabilitate, care va permite sa
realizam o analiza riguroasa a stadiului actual de dezvoltare si competitivitate a regiunilor
analizate. Domeniul de cercetare d stiintelor socio-umane se va Tmbogéti cu noi termeni
conceptuali pe care i propunem spre introducere in literatura de specialitate Si in cercetare:
sustenutopia (termen propriu), sustainentrepreneurship (termen modern, nou, din literatura
de specialitate internationald), bilary de sustenabilitate (instrument rezultat din cercetarile
proprii anterioare, ca urmare a adaptarii modelelor practicate pe scara larga Tn majoritatea
intreprinderilor din tarile cu economii dezvoltate: Italia, Franta, Marea Britanie etc.),
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tablou de bord al sustenabilitdfii regionale. In acelasti timp, apreciem ca favorabil
impactul asupra mediului antreprenorial prin maniera noua de abordare a relatiei dintre
mediul de cercetare si antreprenoriat, respectiv prin inserarea treptata in limbajul curent al
entitdtilor implicate in politicile de dezvoltare regionala a noii terminologii specifice
dezvoltarii durabile si competitive. Tn acest fel, se deschid noi orizonturi de cercetare
Cercetarea este preconizata a aduce contributii majore la mai buna intelegere a conceptului
de sustenabilitate in mediul academic, antreprenorial si decizional din Romania. Tn acelasi
timp, cercetarea va contribui la cresterea implicarii fortelor antreprenoriale si a celor de
decizie politica in identificarea si exploatarea surselor de avantaj competitiv regional.

2. Sinergia dintre competivitate si sustenabilitate - o cerinta a economiilor
actuale

Abordarea subiectului dezvoltarii durabile este privitd in conjuncturi diferite, n
primul rand in functie de domeniul si interesul cercetarii. Conceptul dezvoltarii durabile
este tratat pe scara larga si diversificata si beneficiazad de peste 60 de definitii si numeroase
tipuri de abordari. Tn acord cu literatura de specialitate, propunem utilizarea termenului de
sustenabilitate asociat conceptului dezvoltarii durabile. Tn plus, prin lucrarea de fati ne
propunem sa tratam acest concept cu precadere din perspectiva utilitatii practice; pornim
de la rezultate ale studiilor si cercetérilor, inclusiv aplicative, din tari dezvoltate, care
demonstreaza ca sustenabilitatea sau dezvoltarea durabila au reale conexiuni practice cu
mediul de afaceri si cu lumea economicad, in general. Mai mult, urmarim sa demonstram ca
este posibil sa se creeze si implementeze modele de tablouri de bord ale sustenabilitatii
economice a unei ntreprinderi, microregiuni, zone, localitati etc. Cercetarea din aceasta
lucrare se plaseaza in contextul in care politica de dezvoltare regionald, politica industriala
si competitivitatea ocupa un loc central pe agenda de lucru a celor mai avansate economii
ale lumii. De asemenea, notiunea de competitivitate este utilizatd, adesea, in conjuncturi
diferite si reprezinta o tinta decisiva a multor actiuni socio-economice, nsa uneori lipseste
consecventa asteptatd intre teorie si practici. Tn acord cu cele mai recente studii de
speciaitate (Hackler, 2012; Stumpp, 2013), pentru atingerea scopului de asigurare a
identificarea practicilor care au rolul de a protgja si a preveni sistemele socio-economice
functionale de factorii perturbatori sau distructivi (Graymore s.a., 2008).

Abordarea problematicii sustenabilitatii a alunecat, de cele mai multe ori, catre sfera
ecologiel si protectiei factorilor de mediu, aspectele pur economice si sociale ramanand in
plan secundar. De aceea consideram ca se impune o clarificare conceptuald si de continut.
Confuzia afost ntretinuta si de lipsa unui sistem de indicatori ai dezvoltarii durabile activi
in mod concret si coerent, reuniti intr-un sistem care sa isi gaseasca utilitate reala (Bossel,
1999; Harris, 2000; Sandrine, 2003).

Tn Romania, demersurile de conturare a unor politici de dezvoltare durabil care s&
bord al sustenabilitatii, a carui implementare in mediul antreprenorial, precum si in
institutiile cu rol decident la nivelul administratiei publice locale, sa contribuie la cresterea
tablourile de bord ale sustenabilitatii (International Institute for Sustainable Development),
precum si unele aborddri segmentare privind practicile reziliente in conditii de
competitivitate (Quick, 2008), dar a caror analiza unilaterald nu a reusit sa individualizeze
instrumente care sa satisfaca cerintele unei dezvoltari eminamente durabile. Aprecierea

......

Volume I, Issue 2/2016 | Vol. I, Nr. 2/2016

14



ISSN 2537 — 4222 The Journal Contemporary Economy
ISSN-L 2537 — 4222 Revista Economia Contemporand

si un interes comun al tuturor stakeholerilor implicati in procesul dezvoltarii economiei
locale. Aria tematica a studiilor de specialitate Tn domeniul socio-economic vizeaza, in
inlantuirea lor, problemele competitiei sectoriale, rolul politicilor de sprijin si raspandirea
prosperitatii Tn plan regional, prin efectele cresterii competitive (Cojanu, 2009; Cojanu,
2010; GEA, 2007). Este vorba despre plasarea sub aceeasi umbrela a politicii industriale,

......

distincta in recomandarile de politica economica.

3. Instrumente noi si moderne de evaluare a sustenabilitatii

Abordarea unor subiecte precum un tablou de bord sau un bilant al sustenabilitatii
reprezintd o arie de cercetare relativ noua sau foarte putin cunoscuta in tara noastra.
Literatura de specialitate autohtona dovedeste ca subiectul a ramas cu preponderenta la
stadiul teoretic si detine conotatii practice limitate. In schimb, literatura si practica
mediului de afaceri din tarile dezvoltate (Canada, SUA, Italia, Germania, Franta, Elvetia
etc.) demonstreaza ca sustenabilitatea poate fi masurata prin instrumente specifice, iar pe
baza rezultatelor diverselor forme de analiza a sustenabilitatii se pot lua decizii i masuri
care vizeaza, intre altele, asigurarea unui nivel de competitivitate superior. Instrumentele
de masurare a sustenabilitdtii au la baza, in toate cazurile, indicatorii dezvoltarii durabile.
Totusi, acest set de indicatori este stabilit si apreciat in mod diferit in functie de
modalitatea de abordare a cercetarii sustenabilitatii - atat teoretic, cét si practic.
permitd analiza, pe baz& de indicatori, a nivelului de sustenabilitate pentru o zona
predefinita, reprezinta unul din scopurile cercetarilor socio-economice de actuaitate.
crearea unor modele de practici reziliente, la identificarea si analiza, in vederea utilizarii in
mediul antreprenorial, a unui sistem de indicatori de dezvoltare durabila conjugat nevoilor
actuale redle. Aplicarea instrumentelor pe regiuni, in mod concret, cu valori ae
indicatorilor constituiti Tn baze de date, va permite Tmbunatatirea imaginii si a perceptiei
despre nevoia de competitivitate si sustenabilitate, dar, mai ales, va oferi un punct de
vedere pragmatic cu privire la stadiul actual al dezvoltarii, Tn favoarea asigurarii
sustenabilitatii si a elaborarii unui plan de masuri in sprijinul dezvoltarii competitive si
sustenabile.

Instrumentul de baza pe care 1l abordam in aceasta lucrare este tabloul de bord al
sustenabilitatii, care se prezintd sub diverse forme, in functie de sursa de informare si
necesitatile de adaptare, acesta putand fi:

- software creat pe baza obiectivelor urmarite de beneficiarul programului informatic
si a indicatorilor predefiniti de entitatile socio-economice implicate in analiza de
sustenabilitate; Tn Romania, nu exista, deocamdata, un astfel de program informatic
autohton, dar pot fi utilizate modele deja dezvoltate in alte tari;

- “pachet” de tabele si histograme sau alte reprezentari grafice obtinute pe baza
grupadrii indicatorilor pentru analiza de sustenabilitate a unel zone sau a unei
organizatii.

Tn acord cu definitiile specifice sistemelor de management al informatiei, un tablou
de bord al sustenabilitatii este un instrument usor de citit, adesea pe o singura pagina, cu o
interfatd afisata in timp util pentru utilizator; arata ca o prezentare grafica a starii curente si
a trendurilor unei organizatii sau ca o sinteza-cheie a indicatorilor de performanta capabila
sa determine deciziile care trebuie luate Tn acord cu starea identificatd si obiectivele
propuse (McFadden, 2012). Mai mult, tabloul de sustenabilitate este software-ul prezentat
ca un instrument de tip panel destinat sa informeze decidentii, mass-media si publicul larg
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cu privire la evolutia si perspectivele de sustenabilitate ale unei organizatii, regiuni, natiuni
etc.

Indiferent de forma de abordare si prezentare, tabloul de bord al sustenabilitatii
reprezintd o imagine interactiva globala destinatd s& orienteze organizatiile si comunitatile
catre progres socio-cultural si economico-financiar. Pentru analiza pe regiuni sau
comunitati mai extinse este de preferat utilizarea unei harti interactive a sustenabilitatii, asa
incat compararea pe microregiuni, zone sau locatii si se realizeze mai usor. Tn Figurile nr.
1 si 2 sunt redate unele imagini sugestive ale diferitelor forme grafice ale unui tablou de
sustenabilitate.

Figura nr. 1 Reprezentare sumara de ansamblu a Indexului Politicii de Performanta
(PP1) pe baza obiectivelor si indicatorilor de sustenabilitate
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Figura nr. 2. Reprezentare grafica pe baza de itemi si indicatori ai sustenabilitatii
Sursa: Geider, 2011. Navigating from Green 2 Sustainable with the New Sustainability
Dashboard
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Propunem spre prezentare un tablou de sustenabilitate simplu, respectiv. un model
generalizat care poate fi adaptat de fiecare organizatie, comunitate sau regiune - interesate
de o astfel de abordare ori de imbunatatirea ritmului de progres si competitivitate. Baza
tabloului o reprezinta indicatorii pentru care gasim date si informatii n diverse raportari si
statistici oficiale. De asemenea, un element esential consta intr-o abordare din perspectiva
aprecierii sustenabilitatii pe trei piloni fundamentali: economic, social si ambiental. Deci,
indicatorii vor fi selectati si grupati pe cei trei piloni mentionati (Tabelul nr. 1).

Tabelul nr. 1. Piloni si indicatori pentru crearea unui tablou de bord al

sustenabilitatii

Secventa
sustenabilitatii

Indicatori specifici de analiza

Descriere Tn vederea analizei si
interpretarii datelor

|. Pilon economic

Crestere si - proiecte estetice finantate Arhitectura urband promoveaza
arhitectura - investitii Tn infrastructura calitatea habitatului si Tncurajeaza
urbana - apropierea de zone de agrement compactarea cartierelor.
Transport - detinatori de autoturisme Incurajarea mersului pe jos si cu
- modul de transport la serviciu bicicletele si accesul la zonele de
- transportul activ tranzit  Tncurajeazd  sanatatea
- accesibilitateala drumuri de tranzit | umana si beneficiile de mediu.
Economie - disponibilitatea de angajare O economie sanadtoasd asigura

- afaceri pe sectoare
- angajati pe sectoare etc.

angajarea, produce creativitate si
sustine mediul Tnconjurator.

Agricultura si

- apropierea de pietele agricultorilor

O alimentatie sanatoasa sustine

alimentatie - gradini comunitare/individuale fermierii si apreciazd modul n
- ferme agricole active care sunt cultivate, prelucrate si
- piete mici (de cartier) distribuite produsele alimentare.
[1. Pilon social-cultural
Gospodarii - necesarul de locuinte de baza Accesul la gospodarii adecvate

- persoane fara adapost
- locuinte sociale
- piata inchirierilor

este 0 nevoie de baza si are
influente majore si critice asupra
bunastarii si calitatii vietii.

Arta, cultura si

- afaceri culturale

Sectorul artei si culturii sustine

evenimente - spatii culturale activitdti care aduc cetatenilor noi
culturale - angajari n sfera artei si culturii deprinderi si care contribuie la
- Sit-uri patrimoniale protegjate bundstarea comunitatii.
Sanatate si - personalul medical Securitatea presupune reducerea
securitate - alegerea alimentatiei sanatoase violentelor si promovarea armoniei
- copii nascuti prematur si bunastarii comunitatilor.
Educatie si - dezvoltareatimpurie a copiilor Nivelul ridicat de educatie creste
invatamant - absolventi de liceu rata de anggare, dar si satisfactia
- alti numerosi indicatori salariald si a muncii.
[11. Pilon ambiental
M anagementul - consumul de apa Sustenabilitatea este asigurata si de

apei si deseurilor

- planuri de management
- deseuri comunitare

un consum redus, si Tmbunatdtirea
practicilor manageriale.

Ecosisteme

- programe de mediu
- parcuri si arbori plantati
- retea de infrastructurd verde

Ecosistemele sustin viata umana
prin furnizarea de servicii i
resurse valoroase, de nepretuit.

Sisteme ener getice

- varsta cladirilor
- certificate verzi pentru cladiri

- emisii de gaze cu efect de sera

Reducerea consumului energetic
conduce la atenuarea schimbarilor
climatice si reducerea GES.

Sursa: prelucrare personala pe baza consultarii literaturii de specialitate
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Acest tablou poate fi asociat cu bilantul de sustenabilitate si permite formarea unei
imagini de ansamblu, nicidecum unilaterala a evolutiei unei organizatii sau comunitati; in
aceastd abordare am pornit de la constatarea ca bilantul financiar contabil nu este sugestiv
si fidel decat partial pentru imaginea reala pe care 0 are organizatia sau comunitatea
analizata, mai ales Tn conjunctura nevoii de dezvoltare durabild. Argumentele principale pe
care le-am desprins din studiile anterior efectuate sunt:

- sustenabilitatea sau dezvoltarea durabild nu semnificd doar evolutie si progres in plan
economic, ci luarea Tn considerare, simultan, a conditiilor sociale (populatia fiind
suportul si subiectul actiunilor economice) si a celor ambientale (resursele si factorii
de mediu fiind co-dependenti de ritmul de crestere si dezvoltare economica);

- analiza de competitivitate a unei economii, regiuni, organizatii etc. este incompleta
cu luarea in considerare doar a rezultatelor de competitivitate economico-financiara
(nivelul de dezvoltare sociala si calitatea ori cantitatea resurselor de mediu sunt
in Tabelul nr. 1 este prezentat un model sumar de ordin general de indicatori ai

sustenabilitatii. Tn functie de interesul de cercetare sau analizd practicd, numarul si
combinarea acestora se modifica semnificativ. Apoi, se identifica bazele de date sau se
culeg informatiile necesare pentru a reprezenta stadiul evolutiei socio-economice i
ambientale Tn corelatie pe acelasi orizont de timp si n perspectiva pentru un interes comun:
indicatori grupai pe domenii: Indexul Competitivititii Regionale a Uniunii Europene
(RCI) care masoara competivitatea atat a firmelor, cat si a regiunilor, in corelare cu
indicele calitatii vietii. Construit pe baza a 11 piloni grupati pe trei niveluri: basic, eficientd
si inovare, RCI evidentiaza tendintele policentrice ale zonelor urbane (Dijkstra, 2011),
microregiunile fiind o tinta relevanta pentru amplitudinea si semnificatia acestor studii.

Studiile de competitivitate realizate pana in prezent presupun evaluari bazate pe
indicatori socio-economici si pleaca de la ipoteza - falsa - ca activitatea economica este
capabila sa distribuie uniform in teritoriu beneficiile cresterii. Se ignora, adesea,
importanta relatiilor sociale, economice si culturale intre actorii economici, surse

Ca urmare a andlizei nivelului actual de cunoastere a problematicii sustenabilitatii,
consideram ca limitarile abordarilor curente la care ne-am referit anterior ne indreptatesc sa
propunem un sistem de adaptare a modelelor de sustenabilitate utilizate in tarile europene
la situatia actuala din Roméania si aducerea in scena cercetdrii stiintifice aplicative a
instrumentului complex denumit tablou de bord al sustenabilitasii, care se preteaza a fi
aplicabil Tn toate ramurile economiel ngionale.

4. Concluzii

In privinta limitelor din prezenta cercetare, recunoastem si intelegem gradul ridicat
de dificultate, atat ca arie tematicd, cat si ca metodologie de implementare, din urmatoarele
considerente: lipsa unui material bibliografic abundent si lipsa bazelor de date si a studiilor
de specialitate autohtone; lipsa de spirit colaborativ din partea unui segment de entitati
antrepenoriale si institutionale, segment care va trebui convins de utilitatea practica a
subiectului cercetat; identificarea unor instrumente informatice care sa permita corelarea
indicatorilor de sustenabilitate, constituiti intr-un bord complex si multifatetat, aspect care
va fi compensat prin eforturi proprii de cercetare si identificare a parghiilor de corelare;
caracterul eterogen al datelor disponibile la nivel regional si dificultatea colectarii datelor
pentru perioade de timp comparabile, care sa permita analize de finete privind economiile
de aglomerare si localizarea in spatiul tarii noastre. De asemenea, complexitatea si
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dificultatea temei sunt determinate de diversitatea conceptuala a sustenabilitatii, de gradul
de noutate a temei in sistemele socio-economice, dar si de varietatea si diversitatea
indicatorilor care vor fi inserati in tabloul de bord al sustenabilitatii. La acestea se adauga
lipsa, insuficienta sau neconcordanta unor date si informatii de ordin practic, aceastd
dificultate fiind direct corelata cu sursa de informare. Nivelul de dificultate se amplifica
odata cu transpunerea rezultatelor analizei Tn practica, in sensul acceptarii de catre mediul
socio-economic arezultatelor si solutiilor propuse.

Concluziile studiilor anterioare, subiect de start al cercetérilor viitoare, arata ca exista
intretina dezvoltarea echilibratd. Un alt aspect important al noilor teme de cercetare este ca
tabloul de bord al sustenabilitatii va oferi oportunitatea de recunoastere a pozitiei socio-
economice reae intr-o conjunctura complexa, de ansamblu. Apoi, consideram c& putem
demara procesul de responsabilizare individualda si comuna a intreprinderilor active prin
intermediului instrumentului de analiza si control denumit tablou de bord al sustenabilitatii.
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